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Hello Soon-to-be-Completer! 
 
This Postsecondary Planning Guide will include information from many sources and has been 
created with your possible future goals in mind, including college, military, and career options. It 
is designed to provide you with the most accurate and up to date information available. This 
guide is an important tool which can assist you with your future exploration and decision making 
process.  
 
One of the most significant parts of planning your future is meeting regularly with your School 
Counselor (Ms. Squirewell). Your Counselor will be your greatest resource and can provide you 
with information and ideas when  thinking about what is in store for you after completing the 
ECA.  I also encourage you to take full advantage of our college and career research tool on 
Xello and EMU’s University Academic Advising Center (UACDC). Additionally, I will send an-
nouncements via CANVAS for virtual and in-person  fall and spring college fairs, as well as indi-
vidual visits by admissions representatives from various colleges and universities throughout the 
fall semester.  
 
Although the future planning process may seem overwhelming at times, it is an inspiring time full 
of adventure and possibilities. There are many challenges you may face along the way, so it is 
important to stay organized, communicate regularly, and not be afraid to ask questions. 
 
During the start of the fall semester, you will have the opportunity to sign up for a “Postsecondary 
Planning” meeting. After attending a small group postsecondary meeting, you can schedule an 
individual meeting and I will  answer any additional questions you may have. I’m looking forward 
to assisting you with planning your next chapter! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ms. Squirewell 
School Counselor 
squirewell@earlycollegealliance.info 
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• What are my education options after high school? 
A wide range of college degrees, programs, and training opportunities are available to pre-
pare you for your career goals and interests. 

 
 

• Community Colleges and Trade/Certification Programs 
Earn an associate's degree in two years with an option to transfer to a four-year college. 
Or earn a license or certificate for a career in 1-2 years. 
 

• Four-Year Colleges 
Earn a bachelor's degree and pursue opportunities in a wide spectrum of jobs and/or grad-
uate programs. 
 

• Apprenticeships 
Receive training in skilled trades through coursework and work on-the-job. 
 

• Gap Year Programs 
Spend a year of work and/or enrichment between high school and college.  

 
A Gap Year is taken by a student who wants to grow and explore more before entering college. It is 
encouraged that students still apply to college during their Senior Year and once accepted, defer ad-
mission for a year. This allows the student to not have to worry about the admission and decision pro-
cess during their Gap Year experience.  

 
 
• Military 

The U.S. military has six branches of service: the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and 
Marine Corps, The requirements to join are similar for all six. The main differences are in 
age limits, test scores, and fitness levels. Men and women meet different fitness stand-
ards. 



4  

 



5  

 



6  

 

SAT Dates and Deadlines 

2024-2025 

 

SAT Test Date* Registration Deadline Deadline for Changes, 

Regular Cancellation, 

and Late Registration** 

Aug 24, 2024 Aug 9, 2024 

Register 

Aug 13, 2024 

Oct 5, 2024 Sept 20, 2024 
Register 

Sept 24, 2024 

Nov 2, 2024 Oct 18, 2024 
Register 

Oct 22, 2024 

Dec 7, 2024 Nov 22, 2024 
Register 

Nov 26, 2024 

Mar 8, 2025 Feb 21, 2025 
Register 

Feb 25, 2025 

May 3, 2025 Apr 18, 2025 
Register 

April 22, 2025 

June 7, 2025 May 22, 2025 
Register 

May 27, 2025 

*Students who need to borrow a device from College Board will need to register and request 
their device earlier than the registration deadline—at least 30 days before test day. 
 
**Late registration is available worldwide. Additional fees apply. 

https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://mysat.collegeboard.org/
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/device-lending
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/international-testing/fees
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Technical/Vocational Education 

 

These schools offer programs for specific certificates or trades/vocations. A Voca-

tional/Technical school may offer programs such as Automotive Technology, Culi-

nary Arts, HVAC or Electrical, Cosmetology, etc. There are even programs to prepare 

a student to enter the medical field as a technician for radiology or sonography, for 

example. These programs would prepare a student to enter into a specific trade, 

specific job, or earn a license through an apprenticeship program. There may be op-

tions to earn a certificate in one or two years. 
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 Employment/Apprenticeship 

 

Employment Opportunities: Local businesses, Chamber of Commerce, and regional career 
fairs can offer students the opportunity to seek employment. Job Corps is a resource for a 
free education and training program that helps young people learn job skills and secure a job: 
http://www.jobcorps.gov/home.aspx.  
 
 Apprenticeship Training Programs: These programs tend to be run by trade unions or private 
companies/industries. On-the job training is combined with instruction in order to give a stu-
dent the qualifications and experience to pursue a specific career. There are over a hundred 
recognized apprenticeship trades including Machinist, Carpenter, Electrician, etc. 
 
 Internships: Students looking for further experience and the development of their career 
skills may consider seeking internships. Internships are a good option for the student who is 
not yet fully qualified, but looking to build their experience and resume. Although some in-
ternships may offer pay, most internships are not paid experiences, but can still be of great 
value in exploring a career field or landing a future job. Contact local businesses and/or civic 
organizations to seek out prospective options for internship opportunities. You can also try 
indeed.com. Getting an internship is often similar to getting a new job, requiring an applica-
tion and interview.  
 
.  
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High School Code/CEEB# 233841 

*If you receive free or reduced lunch, you are eligible for 2 fee waivers and 4 

college application fee waivers.  

*Athletes please use the code 9999 to send your scores to the NCAA. 

 

2024-2025 (National)ACT Dates (Anticipated) 

www.act.org 

 
 
 

Test Date Deadline Late Deadline Online Score Release* 

Sept 7, 2024 Aug 2, 2023 Aug 16, 2024 Sept 17; Nov 1, 2024 

Oct 26, 2024 Sept 20, 2024 Oct 4, 2024 Nov 12; Dec 13, 2024 

Dec 7, 2024 Nov 1, 2024 Nov 15, 2024 
Dec 17, 2024; Jan 31, 
2025 

Feb 7, 2025 Jan 3, 2025 Jan 17, 2025 Feb 18; Apr 4, 2025 

April 11, 2025 March 7, 2025 Mar 21, 2025 April 22; June 6, 2025 

June 7, 2025 May 2, 2025 May 16, 2025 June 17; Aug 1, 2025 

July 12, 2025 June 6, 2025 June 20, 2025 July 22; Sept 5, 2025 

http://www.act.org
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For All Transcripts Make Sure To:  

Submit a request at least 3-4 weeks before the deadlines to allow for processing time.  

Send transcripts directly to each college or university! 

Colleges/Universities require that applicants submit courses and grades from ALL high schools attended. * 

ECA Integrated Transcript 

   

ECA Integrated Transcript  

Follow the Parchment.com Instructions below.  

EMU Transcript  

Log on to your my.emich.edu account  

Click on Student Services or visit https://www.emich.edu/registrar/

transcripts/index.php 

 

Click on National Student Clearinghouse  

Follow the instructions for requesting your transcript  

There may be a $5.00 fee  

Parchment.com Instructions  

Go to www.parchment.com  
In the upper left hand corner, select create an account.  

Follow the instructions for creating your account.  

http://www.parchment.com/
http://www.parchment.com/
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Armed Forces/Military Academy  

 

Enlisting 

 The military can offer many options to interested students including job and future career train-

ing as well as educational options. If you are interested don’t be afraid to reach out to local  

recruiters of the different military branches for additional information.  

ROTC  

Founded in 1916, ROTC stands for Reserve Officer Training Corps. It’s a college program offered 

at more than 1,000 colleges and universities across the United States that prepares young 

adults to become officers in the U.S. Military. In exchange for a paid college education and a 

guaranteed post-college career, cadets commit to serve in the military after graduation. Each 

service branch has its own take on ROTC. Please refer to this link for more 

details on each of the branches and their offerings: http://todaysmilitary.com/training/rotc  

 

Military Academy  

Pursuing an education at one of the four United States military academies can be very challenging and requires 

several important steps. In order to qualify as an applicant to a military academy, a student must seek congression-

al nomination as step one. Once a student secures a nomination from a congressperson, the application process 

closely follows the college application process. These academies offer a high level of education as well as special-

ized training to enter the military as an officer upon graduation. Many of the academies host summer programs 

that offer high school students opportunities to experience academy life.  

United States Naval Academy: http://www.usna.edu/Admissions/Go-Navy.php  

United States Military Academy: http://www.usma.edu/admissions/SitePages/Home.aspx  

United States Coast Guard Academy: http://www.cga.edu/apply/ United States Merchant Marine Academy: http://

www.usmma.edu/admissions  
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There are many important steps in the College Search and Application Process. 

Communication and discussion with your family is of utmost importance, as the 

ultimate choice of where you will attend college is typically a family decision. Your 

school counselor is a valuable resource as you progress through high school and 

begin planning your future. You will need to evaluate the factors that colleges 

consider when accepting applicants and how these compare with the factors you 

should consider when choosing a college. Once you have reviewed, evaluated and 

narrowed your list of schools it will be time to begin the Application Process.  
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• www.pathfinder.mitalent.org 

• www.gocollege.com 

• www.micollegeaccess.org 

• http://www.pro-up.co/ 

www.collegeresults.org 

http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

college-search 

https://www.collegeraptor.com/ 

Parchment: www.parchment.com 

Common Application: www.commonapp.org 
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Historical Black Colleges (HBCU): 

HBCUs are a source of accomplishment and great pride for the African American community as well as the en-

tire nation. The Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, defines an HBCU as: “…any historically black college 

or university that was established prior to 1964, whose principal mission was, and is, the education of black 

Americans, and that is accredited by a nationally recognized accrediting agency or association determined by 

the Secretary [of Education] to be a reliable authority as to the quality of training offered or is, according to 

such an agency or association, making reasonable progress toward accreditation.” HBCUs offer all students, 

regardless of race, an opportunity to develop their skills and talents. These institutions train young people who 

go on to serve domestically and internationally in the professions as entrepreneurs and in the public and private 

sectors. 

 

Common Black College Application 

 

 

https://commonblackcollegeapp.com 

TYPES OF SCHOOLS  
Community Colleges & Junior Colleges:  

These schools provide the option to earn credits toward an Associate’s degree, certificate, and training in technical and/or 

vocational fields. It may also be a good starting point for a student who wishes to eventually transfer to a 4-year college. A 

student who is unsure and interested in exploring multiple degree options, or planning on improving academic perfor-

mance before entering a College or University could benefit from starting at a Community College both academically and 

financially.  

Business Schools: 

These schools offer training in skills and career specific to the office environment. Certificates are often earned after 9 to 

12 months of training.  

Nursing Schools: 

These schools are often affiliated with a college or university and allow students to operate in conjunction with hospitals 

to earn two-year (A.S.) or four-year (B.S.N.) nursing degrees.  

Fine Arts Colleges & Conservatories: 

Portfolios and or auditions are often required during the admission process to these schools. They offer specific degrees in 

everything from music, to theater, art, and dance.  

Colleges and Universities:  

These schools will offer Bachelor’s degrees as well as the opportunity to prepare for higher degrees such as a Master’s or 

Doctorate degree.  

Public vs. Private : 

Public schools are funded predominately by their local state education system. This generally means lower cost to in-state 

students. Public schools often tend to be much larger than private schools and offer a wider variety of areas of study. This 

also means class sizes tend to be much larger at the big public universities. Private schools can come with a hefty price tag, 

but often offer a more personalized experience for students. Because private schools rely heavily on endowments and 

private funds, they tend to offer a greater amount of financial aid to their smaller student bodies than the typical public 

school aid package does.  
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 What you should consider when applying to colleges/universities: 

 

Size and Diversity of the Student Body: 

Size will affect many of your opportunities and experiences, including:  

• Range of academic majors offered Extracurricular possibilities  

• Amount of personal attention  

• Number of books in the library When considering the student body, be sure to think about factors such as 

the geographic, ethnic, racial, and religious diversity of the student body. Explore what kind of student 

organizations, or other groups with ethnic or religious foundations, are active and visible on campus.  

Location/Distance : 

Do you want to visit home frequently, or do you see this as a time to experience a new part of the country? 

Perhaps you like an urban environment with access to museums, ethnic food or well-known sports teams. Or 

maybe you want easy access to the outdoors or the community feel of a small town. 

 Academic Programs : 

If you know what you want to study, research the reputations of academic departments by talking to people in 

the fields that interest you. If you’re undecided, relax and pick an academically balanced institution that offers 

a range of majors and programs.  

Campus Life: Consider what your college life will be like beyond the classroom. Aim for a balance between 

academics, activities and social life. Before choosing a college, learn the answers to these questions: What 

extracurricular activities, athletics and special interest groups are available? Does the community around the 

college offer interesting outlets for students? How do fraternities and sororities influence campus life? Is 

housing guaranteed? How are dorms assigned?  

Retention and Graduation Rates: One of the best ways to measure a school’s quality and the satisfaction of its 

students is to find out what percentage of students return after their first year and the percentage of students 

who actually graduate. A college with good retention and graduation rates often indicates that responsible 

academic, social and financial support systems exist for most students.  

Financial Aid and Scholarships: Today’s college price tag makes cost an important consideration for most stu-

dents. However, virtually all colleges work to ensure that academically qualified students from every economic 

circumstance can find financial aid. 32 Sports or Special Programs Students who wish to participate in athletics, 

study abroad programs, internships, job placement programs, etc., may want to inquire about those options at 

each college.  

Early Decision/Early Action: Early Decision means you have decided that this is your first choice school. You 

can only apply to ONE school Early Decision. If accepted, you are bound by contract to enroll in that school and 

withdraw all other applications. Early Action means you apply early and get an admission response early, but 

you are not bound by contract. You can still wait to hear from all of your schools before making a final enroll-

ment choice.  
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TO APPLY TO EMU –> SEE MR. COOPER! 

TO APPLY TO OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES –> SEE MS. SQUIREWELL 

When you apply to other colleges/universities you will need to submit the following: 

Completed Application - Set up an account through the college/university and fill in the necessary information.  
For the Common Application, set up an account on commonapp.org, fill in the necessary information, and select 
Ms. Squirewell as your School Counselor (squirewell.@earlycollegealliance.info). 
 

Official Transcripts - Submit transcripts to each college  that you are applying to. See “Transcript Request Form” if 
you were home schooled, you must submit a transcript showing your academic coursework.  
 

ACT/SAT Test Scores - Your test scores are automatically sent to the schools you indicated on the ACT/MME. To 
send your scores to additional schools, you must submit a request directly through ACT/SAT at 
www.actstudent.org OR www.collegeboard.org. 
 

Counselor /Teacher Recommendation Letters – Some schools require counselor and/or teacher recommenda-
tions. Fill out the “Brag Sheet” and set up a meeting with your recommender. If you would like a personalized 
letter of recommendation from Ms. Squirewell you MUST submit your brag sheet by October 1st.  Some online 
application systems such as the Common Application require you to submit your recommendations electronically. 
Once you supply your recommender’s email address, the system will send your counselor/teacher an email to 
upload your letter. Make sure you thank the recommender once they submit your letter of recommendation! 
 

Essays – Some schools require one or more essays. Be sure to answer the question! Utilize your English profes-
sors, CORE Advisor, and Ms.  Squirewell for editing. Be authentic - Colleges want to get to know YOU!  
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

• Apply to all colleges/universities as a FRESHMAN applicant, not as a transfer student 

• Use your weighted ECA GPA for your reported GPA –  

• We do not provide class rank at the ECA 

• CEEB Code: 233841 

 

 

It’s okay to apply to “reach” (competitive) schools but make sure you also apply to at least 

one “safety” (back-up) school and match . 

 

 

Do not send your ACT/SAT test scores, transcripts, or apply online. See Cooper for instructions! 

 

QUESTIONS??? BE SURE TO CHECK THE FAQS!! 

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
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Should You Apply Early Action vs Early Decision? 

* If you need a Counselor Recommendation, you must inform Ms. Squirewell by October 

1st. 

Early Action vs Early Decision 

Most schools allow you to apply early in one of two ways: early decision or early action. 

Early decision 

Early decision is binding. This means if you are accepted through early decision, you are committed 
to attending that school, and will withdraw any applications you may have submitted for the regular 
deadlines at other schools. You may not apply to more than one college under early decision. If you 
are not accepted, you will either be rejected or deferred. Rejected applicants may not apply again that 
year. Deferred applicants will be reconsidered during the regular admission period, and are free to ap-
ply to other schools. 

Early decision deadlines are often in November, and students are typically notified of the decision in 
December. 

Early action 

Early action is non–binding. This means you are not bound to attend if you are accepted. You may 
also apply early action to multiple colleges. Early action deadlines usually fall at the same time as ear-
ly decision. 

The obvious advantage of early action over early decision is the opportunity it gives you to apply to, 
and ultimately compare financial aid packages from several schools. If you are accepted early deci-
sion, you risk missing the admission deadlines of other schools while you wait for your award package 
to arrive. If that award is lackluster, your options are fewer. 

Our Advice 

If you’re sure that you’ve found your best-fit school, you know it’s one you want to attend, you’re a 
strong candidate for admission, and you know that you can afford the tuition, go ahead and apply ear-
ly decision. 

That is a whole lot of research and comparison to have done by fall of your senior year, though, and if 
you’re uncertain about any of those factors, you’re not alone! Keep your options open by applying ear-
ly action, or by the regular deadline. 

 

*Excerpt from www.princetonreview.com./collegeadvice 

http://www.princetonreview.com./collegeadvice
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ECA Friendly Reminders 

JUNE 

Request your Letter of Recommendation by June 1st 

JULY 

Tour colleges if possible. 

AUGUST 

You can start applying to colleges. 

OCTOBER 

College Application Month(2 college apps, Complete the FAFSA & 2 Scholar-

ships) 

FAFSA opens October 1st 

If applying for Early Action decision, you must send your request to Ms. Squire-

well by October 1st 

NOVEMBER 

11/1 Early Action deadline for most colleges/universities 

DECEMBER 

Final CANVAS CLICK Assignments are due for FALL Completers only (You must 

pass CLICK in order for your exit paperwork to be processed)! 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

Submit mid-year transcripts and request mid year reports if needed 

Apply for scholarships 

Order cap and gown 

MARCH/APRIL 

FAFSA deadline is March 1st 

CANVAS  CLICK Assignments are due (Winter & Summer Completers) (You 

must pass CLICK in order for your exit paperwork to be processed)! 

 

MAY 

NATIONAL DECISION DAY-May 1st 

Enrollment deposit due by May 1st for most colleges/universities 

Attend ECA’s Prom (Optional) 

Attend Mandatory Exit Seminar 

 

JUNE 

Attend ECA’s Graduation (Optional) 

*You must meet with Ms. Squirewell at least once a semester. 
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Writing a Personal Statement 

Pre-Writing Worksheet 

 

Your Personal Background 

Who are you? What are your traits, skills, interests, and habits? What meaningful experiences have shaped you into the per-

son you are today? Who or what has had the most impact on your personal development?  

 

 

 

 

Challenges Overcome or Problems Solved 

What significant challenges have you faced and overcome? 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Service and Leadership Experience 

What meaningful community service and leadership experiences have you participated in?  

 

 

 

 

 

Future Educational and Career Goals 

What educational path are you on? What do you plan to study and where? What are your career ambitions? Where do you 

see yourself 5 or 10 years from now? 
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FYI…… 

 

5 Core Academic Requirements: 

• 4 years English/Language Arts 

• 4 years Mathematics 

• 4 years Science 

• 3 years Social Science 

• 2-3 years World Language 

Note: 1 semester of an EMU class is the equivalent to 1 year in 

high school 

 

Factors considered in admissions decisions: 

• Rigorous academic curriculum 

• Leadership qualities 

• Exceptional talent 

• Community impact 

• Extracurricular involvement 

• Overcoming adversity & other compelling factors 

• Recommendation letters 

• Essays 
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College Application Week:  
October 2024 
All completers are encouraged to apply to at least 2 colleges and 2 scholarship 
and complete the FAFSA. 
 
 

Financial Aid Night TBD 
October 2024| 6:00-7:30pm 
Recommended for all students/parents before completing the ECA. 
EMU's Office of Financial Aid will present valuable financial aid information rele-
vant to students planning to stay at EMU or attend college elsewhere.  

 

College & Career Planning Drop-In Hours | King Hall, Room 322 
By appointment ONLY 
 

 
 
Scholarship Opportunities (just to get you started) 
 

 

2024-2025 Post-ECA College Planning  
Ms. Squirewell | School Counselor | 

squirewell@earlycollegealliance.info (734)487-3127 

https://lendedu.com/blog/scholarships/ 

https://www.tmcf.org/our-scholarships/current-scholarships/tmcf-ford-blue-oval-scholarship/8288 

https://www.aaacf.org/Impact-Initiatives/Community-Scholarship-Program 

 
www.jlvcollegecounseling.com 

 
www.enactyourfuture.com  

www.raise.me 

www.goingmerry.com 

https://lendedu.com/blog/scholarships/
https://www.tmcf.org/our-scholarships/current-scholarships/tmcf-ford-blue-oval-scholarship/8288
https://www.aaacf.org/Impact-Initiatives/Community-Scholarship-Program
http://www.jlvcollegecounseling.com/
http://www.jlvcollegecounseling.com/

