High school student lands prestigious internship at U-M
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Lyn Tran knew going in that the chances of securing an internship at the
University of Michigan Marine Hydrodynamic Lab (MHL) were slim. But the 18-year-old put
persistence to work and is now soaking up valuable knowledge alongside U-M students.
Tran has been enrolled in the Early College Alliance (ECA) at Eastern Michigan University
since her high school freshman year. She participates in Wolverine Pathways, a U-M program
that encourages students from under-resourced communities to overcome barriers to attending
college. The program helped her secure a summer job working with young children at a math
camp. Two years ago, camp participants took a field trip to the MHL lab, and the lab
demonstration sealed Tran's career sights.
“After the field trip, I sent an email asking about an internship at the lab. I was told I had a very
small chance of getting the internship because they primarily award those positions to U-M
students majoring in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering,” recalls Tran. “I was persistent
in emailing Jason Bundoff (now her boss at the lab) and made a point to express interest in
engineering, how I wanted the internship to look for me, and to be a part of their community.”
Tran made her case and is in her second year as an intern,
putting in 40 hours a week during the summer months and 10-16
hours a week in the fall and winter. Dr. Ellen Fischer, Principal
of the ECA, says Tran is very motivated.
"Lyn is a unique and highly talented student. She has incredible
academic gifts and is extremely resourceful," said Fischer. "She
has been part of Wolverine Pathways since middle school and
has had her sights set on the University of Michigan for many years. Lyn sought out the intern
experience on her own because she was looking for something a little more robust. I think that
the team in the lab felt that they might be taking a chance on a high school intern, but she quickly
proved that she stands out as an early college student and an exceptional one at that."
Crystal Jackson, Senior Administrative Assistant and Family Liaison for the ECA, observes that
Tran juggles multiple tasks.
“I have seen many examples of Lyn’s talents and am impressed by her diligence and work
ethic,” said Jackson. “Her ability to prioritize, organize, and multi-task contributes to her
successes while maintaining a regular work schedule and extra-curricular schedule.”
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-2Tran is Captain of the Dive/Swim Team at Ypsilanti Community Schools (her home district),
and is involved with the ECA Student Leaders, Yearbook Committee, and Diversiteam. She also
works as a lifeguard at the EMU Rec/IM building.
The internship has provided Tran with an in-depth learning experience that has enhanced her
understanding of engineering.
“What I have enjoyed most about the internship is the emphasizes on learning; they want you to
stop and learn why something works and why a particular process was used,” explains Tran. “I
have never felt out of place; they include me in discussions and give me special tasks, even
though I’m not a U-M student. I did important work, and I never felt my work was less important
than the college students’ work.”
She credits the ECA and the MHL for helping her define her career path.
"The ECA gave me opportunities, the academic background, helped define my future goals, and
gave me the courage to pursue the internship," said Tran. "The internship has done a good job of
helping me to narrow my goals into a specific type of engineering."
Tran has been accepted into the U-M’s College of Engineering and plans to dual major in
Mechanical Engineering and Naval Architectural and Marine Engineering.
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